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Comox Valley Literacy Now

Stage 3: Implementation

Meeting #5: Feb. 26th, 2009

11h30 to 1h00pm

VIRL Courtenay Library

MINUTES:

In Attendance:

1. Kassandra Dycke – Women’s Resource Centre
2. Lynn Joseph- SD71
3. Suzanne Camp – Wachiay/SD71
4. Patti Matthews – CVMISS
5. Karen Barr – Adult Learning Centre
6. Dorica Skobalj- Immigrant Settlement
7. Bruce Brautigan- CEAS
8. Dianne Huddle- Createworks
9. Paul Berry – SD71
10. Bunny Shannon – Social Planning Society
11. Elizabeth Humphrey – 4Rs
12. Judy Brooks – Literacy Resource person
13. Elizabeth Johnson – VIRL
14. Elaine Julian– VIRL
15. Bev Moquin - Valleylinks
Meeting Notes:

1. Finances to date:

Karen reported that as of Jan. 30th, there is $19,983.84 left in our VIRL account. This does not include the additional $30,000 that will be deposited.

Family Literacy Week cost approximately $8000.00. For details please email Danielle. 

School District received $5000 to update BC Literacy Directory.

2. Work to date: Implementation September 2008-February 2009

· Community Networking: AHERO Fair and AHERO Committee, Welcoming and Inclusive Communities Roundtable, Frontline Workers (Youth), Spirit of BC

· Promotion and awareness: Family Literacy Week, Spirit of BC Week (through Record, Echo, Shaw cable, and websites)

· Workshops and presentations: Family Math Fun workshop (Kate Nonesuch), Presentation to Child Development Agency, Premature Babies

· Family Literacy Week: Libraries – Winter Tales, 3 Storytelling Circles, StorySlam, Youth Storytelling Circle

· Breakfast of Champions

· Connecting to BC and North Island Regions through Aboriginal Literacy Conference and BC Literacy Infrastructure Training

3. Provincial Literacy Infrastructure: for a diagram of the infrastructure, please email Danielle.

4. Family Literacy Week feedback:

· Wide- range of events - inclusive

· Banner over 5th Street – some thought the banner was visible, others did not notice it. Is it in the best spot? 

· Good publicity through Echo, Record, and Shaw

· Westcoast Reader – excellent response

· Breakfast of Champions was a success – excellent location, great turn-out, positive response to Ron’s presentation

· Less positive response to David’s presentation – could not hear him, not a strong speaker

· Conclusion to Breakfast – somewhat disappointing given Ron’s excellent presentation. Perhaps we should not have concluded with David. More reference to Literacy Now Committee and Comox Valley Literacy plan.

· Kumugwe Dancers and Snapshots of literacy was excellent

· StorySlam a success- over 150 people

· Youth Storytelling event – 9 murals to be distributed through out the Valley. Contact Danielle if interested. 

5. Current priorities:

· The Comox Valley as a Learning Community – the Committee would like to invite Ron and David back to the Comox Valley to further conversations on becoming a Learning Community. This date will be April 23/24th , 2009

· Workplace Literacy – on hold due to current economic realities. Bruce described Workplace Essential Skills program through HRDC. Perhaps an option for the future. Requires consultation with business community – needs assessment. 

· WOW Bus – Both Paul and Bev will look into the communities that are currently using a WOW bus. Requires further research.

· Creating a literacy directory – through Literacy BC and connected to our website – www.cvliteracy.ca

5. Current Initiatives:

· Women’s Resource Centre – moving to McPhee, near Adult Learning Centre – potential for childcare for ESL learners

· Elder women reading to children at Courtenay Elementary – Initiated during Family Literacy Week. Women would like to continue to read to the children at Courtenay El.

· Social Planning Society – Quality of Life Report for final revisions – will be released soon.

· Valleylinks: Community Coloring book – Heroes Live Here, an excellent resource – connected to civic literacy – Healthy Communities (for more information contact Bev at Valleylinks)

· CEAS: Welcoming and Inclusive Communities Roundtable and Safe Harbour Initiatives

· Wachiay Friendship Centre – women’s writing group program a success. Funding is ending but the women would like to continue.

· Aboriginal Education Centre – youth organizing two forums in August 2009 and October 2009. Cultural literacy.

· CALLS – Waiting list for ESL programs

· VIRL: children computer stations, literacy activity bags

If I have missed anything or anyone, please let me know and I can amend the minutes.

Thank you,

Danielle Hoogland





































































