Comox Valley Literacy Now Minutes

Meeting #2: Thursday, October 16, 2008

11h30 to 1h00pm

North Island College DISC 218

In Attendance:

1. Kassandra Dycke – Women’s Resource Centre
2. Lynn Joseph- SD71
3. Judy Brooks – Literacy Resource Person
4. Deborah Ross- Service Canada
5. Elizabeth Johnson – VIRL Courtenay
6. Joseph Dunn – Success by Six
7. Sylvia Aiello – NIC Upgrading
8. Patti Matthews – CVMISS
9. Sarah Kerr- Valleylinks
10. Karen Barr – Adult Learning Centre
11. Dorica Skobalj- Immigrant Settlement
Meeting Notes:
Update on Literacy Plan deliverables:

· Building a collaborative learning community by coming to Literacy Now meetings!

· Publicity: Echo article (Oct. 7th) and Record article (Oct. 17)

· CV Literacy and Learning services inventory on Valleylinks site. See http://www.valleylinks.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=179&Itemid=149
· Disseminating literacy plans. Plans to be delivered to: Courtenay, Comox and Cumberland Councils, in all libraries, senior centres, VIHA… 

· Please let Danielle know if any other organizations would like a plan
· Presentations to Councils after Nov. 15th. 

Sub Committee Work:

#1- Family Literacy Week

· Members: Danielle, Joseph, Elizabeth

· Create banner to be displayed by 5th Street Bridge for January 26th- Feb. 2nd. Banner will say: Celebrate National Family Literacy Week, January 27th

· Other places to advertise: Courtenay Rec., Aquatic Centre

· Create insert in newspaper describing week’s events, resources, literacy service inventory (?) and information

· Shaw cable story: personal stories re: literacy

· Event idea: organize three storytelling and reading events for three different audiences. Invite guest storytellers and authors, have food, hand out books, other activities?

1. For Families: 

· Location: Library, Stone Soup, Muir Gallery 

· Have apple cider and snacks

· Speaker: George Littlechild? Other local children book authors?

· Give one free book to each family?

· Have families bring photos of themselves engaged in learning to display on wall?

2.  For Youth:

· Location: Library or the Linc

· Food

· Youth author? Storyteller

3. For Adults:

· Location: Library or CALLS

· Food

· Local author? Storyteller?

· Please let Danielle know of any other ideas for this week. Also please let Danielle know if your organization is planning an activity or event this week. 

#2- Workplace Literacy

· Members: Sylvia, Karen, Deborah, Sarah, Judy
· Current Strengths re: Workplace literacy: flexible hours for upgrading at NIC, lots of programs in the community, potential for workplace literacy programs to be implemented

· Barriers and Gaps: lack of knowledge of what is available at college, lack of knowledge of programs offered, NIDES has moved to Tsolum (less accessible?), need information from employers so that Literacy partners can collaborate and provide services. 

· Need to connect with businesses, unions, etc. to hear what their needs are re: workplace literacy. . (Bruce is connecting with Dianne Hawkins on this issue)
· Idea #1: Focus group (5 people representing different labour sectors) responding to questions re: employable skills, literacy skills, retention, etc

· Idea #2: Workplace literacy Forum – Spring 2009, Speaker: Stacy Huget (formerly of Literacy BC), workplace literacy information, models, resources etc. Invite: employers (construction, retail, tourism, institutions, military, HBB (home based businesses), rotary, Lions, Chamber of Commerce, Women’s business network, town and city councillors

#3- Intercultural/ESL Literacy

· Members: Kassandra, Patti, Lynn, Dorica

· Hope and dream: cultural literacy and self-esteem

· Create inclusive cross cultural exchange programs. 

· Workshops at Women’s Resource Centre: inclusion of Aboriginal Elders from Friendship Centre and K’omoks First Nation

· Elder-Immigrant partner cooking program: partner with Sue Rambo and Friendship Centre. Create a cookbook

· Coupons (?)

· Cross-cultural storytelling

Next meeting dates: 

· Tuesday, November 18th, 11h30 am to 1h30pm – Location TBD

· Tuesday, December 9th, 11h30am to 1h30pm – Location TBD

